Indiana Lucila Garcia Torres
Cell: (772) 626-1585
Email: ilghtc@umsystem.edu




EDUCATION
Immigration and migration governance; administrative burden and intermediary actors; nonprofits, foreign aid, and informal governance in high-burden policy environments.
Ph.D. in Public Affairs, Truman School of Government and Public Affairs, University of Missouri
August 2022 – Present (Expected Completion: June 2027)

Master of Public Affairs (MPA), Nonprofit Management, University of Missouri
August 2020 – May 2022

B.A. in Tourism, Planning, and Management, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de León-Nicaragua
2005



PAPERS IN PROGRESS
García, Indiana & Altman, C. E., (2024). The Role of Social Capital Prior to Migration: How Does Social Capital Influence Migrants' Psychological Mechanisms and Preparedness? (Inductive Studies – Grounded Theory).


Garcia, I. (2024). Immigrants' Perception of the U.S. Government: How Encounters with Street-Level Bureaucrats Affect Perceptions of State Governance in Missouri? (Grounded Theory Method).


Garcia, I. (2024). Deciphering Destinations: Central American Migrants’ Selection of Missouri as a Non-Traditional Destination. (Mixed Methods Approach).


Garcia, I (2024) Migrants Narrative Typologies: How do Spanish-speaking migrants construct and share knowledge about migration through digital platforms like YouTube or TikTok? (Narrative Inquiry analysis)


TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Graduate Instructor 
Fall 2026: 4320 Public Policy
Spring 2026: Course 4710 The Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector.
Teaching Assistant 
Fall 2025: 4370 Law, Policy and Regulation

Spring 2025: 4320 Public Policy
Spring 2024: 8180 Research Methods and Inquiry in Public Affairs

Spring 2023: 4320 Public Policy
Fall 2022 & 2023: 4710 Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector


Guest Lecture:
4320: Bureaucratic Challenges and Reduction of Workforce
8180: Qualitative Methods
4320: International Relations & Foreign Aid Policy



RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Spring 2026 Dissertation Topic Design: “Administrative Burdens, Intermediaries, and Policy Navigation: Central American Immigrants and the service provided by “Brokers” in U.S. Immigration Governance.”
Fall 2024 – Spring 2025 – Independent Study of Data Analysis: Hispanic Migrants Narratives Typologies on Digital Media: A Qualitative Analysis of YouTube videos of Hispanic Migrants.
Spring 2024 – Grounded Theory Research: Interviews on Central American Immigrants’ Experiences of Missouri as Destination Selection Choice

· Investigating migration preparedness and its impact on health conditions.

Summer 2022 & 2023 – Graduate Research Assistant, Online Study Program, University of Missouri

· Conducted empirical research on barriers to participation in the WIC program in Missouri.

· Responsibilities: Participant recruitment, transcription, translation (Spanish English), qualitative data analysis.

Summer 2022 – Graduate Research Assistant

· Research Project: How state immigration climates shape immigrant families’ access to social safety net programs and safe housing.

· Conducted extensive literature searches and contributed to the literature review.



CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS & ATTENDANCE
· Mid-west Political Science Association 2026 –Migrants Narratives Digital Platforms Paper Presentation
· Cambio de Colores Conference (2025) –Migrants Narratives Digital Platforms Paper Presentation

· Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Science (2024) – Poster Presentation

· Cambio de Colores Conference (2024) – Deciphering Destinations Paper Presentation

· Mid-American Conference for Race, Gender, Immigration, and Ethnicity Politics (MARGIE) (2024) – Attendance

· Association for Public Policy and Management (APPAM) (2023) – Attendance

· Political Science Pedagogical Conference, Washington University in St. Louis (2023)



SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
· Mary Elizabeth Gutermuth Award for Community Engagement (2026)-Awarded $4,000

· American Political Science Association Fund for Latino Scholarship (2024) – Awarded $1,000

· Fulbright Foreign Student Program Scholarship (2020–2022) – Awarded $31,690

· Travel Funding Graduate Professional Council and Truman School of Government and Public Affairs. (2022-2026) $750 per year.



PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS and Activities
· Peer Mentor Graduate Scholars of Excellence through Academic Access and Leadership Development, University of Missouri (2024-Present)

· Cambio Center, University of Missouri (2024-Present)

· Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) (2022–Present)

· Mizzou Fulbright Alumni (2020–Present)



· PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Jan 2021 – Dec 2024 – Consultant Adviser, ViviendasLeón, Nicaragua & USA
· June 2021 – Aug 2021 – Project Management Intern, New Chapter Coaching LLC, Columbia, MO
· 2017 – 2020 – Legal Representative / Project Manager / Co-founder, ViviendasLeón NGO, Nicaragua
· 2016 – 2017 – Administrative-Research Assistant, Nippon Koei, Nicaragua
· 2006 – 2015 – Research Assistant / Translator, Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Nicaragua
· 2005 – 2016 – Legal Representative / Project Manager / Co-founder, ViviendasLeón NGO, Nic
